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EU Strategy for the Danube Region 

Shared vision 

objectives and cooperation
- from the Black Forest to the Black Sea -



Macro-regional approach - Why do we need it? 

Danube River Basin:

ü Home to more then 80 million people

ü Natural boundary / axis for enhancing sustainable development

ü Common challenges (social and regional cohesion (GDP: 1000-
36000Euro/capita), competitiveness, preservation of natural and 
cultural diversity, environmental safety)

EU Strategy for the Danube Region

win-win:

Adequately flexible answers - coordinated activities

Integrated approach / scope according to thematic issues



Chance for a change 

EU enlargement + Neighborhood policy

Existing legal & institutional framework



Chance for a change 

EU enlargement + Neighborhood policy

Existing legal & institutional framework

Coherence with other EU strategies and programmes

ü EU SDS, EU-2020 (Post Lisbon S.), EAP, WFD, Climate & Energy Package, Biodiversity 

Strategy)

Coherence with other regional programmes

ü ICPDR / Danube River Basin Management Plan 

ü VASICA / Visions and Strategies in the Carpathian Area

ü WWF / Saving Nature with EU Neigborhoods

ü ETC - European Territorial Cooperation 

New initiatives

Take advantages of synergies  

Contribute to more efficient implementation



What the overarching goal should be?

Horizontal approach

Special, multidisciplinary issue

Including:

ü Sustainable use of natural resources

ü Protection of natural heritage

ü Environmental safety

Environment
Natural resources 
ecosystem services

Economy
competitiveness

Managing transboundary issues

enhancing cooperation

Social dimension
well-being

Energy, Agriculture

Transport / multimodality

Eco-efficient innovation

Quality of life

Healthy environment

Equality, solidarity

Culture, awareness

The big challenge: sustainability

How to integrate the 3 dimensions?


