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Danube rural areas as an asset for development
strengths and opportunities for regional sustainable

development

B Danube has very fertile lowlands: among most important agricultural regions
within EU

B Unique nature assets: Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (sites recognized
under UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Programme, innovating and
demonstrating approaches to conservation and sustainable development),
shared with Romania and Ukraine

B Great potential for organic farming (especially in traditional rural community
and farming practices context)

B Potential for rural economies/socio-+economic development: recreation —
tourism purposes (sports, cycling, bathing, culture/rural -urban, camping...)

M Basis for "fisheries" (fish farming, natural waters)

B important source for water supply (industry/mining/energy * 2/3, agriculture *
1/4, public water supply 1/5 of surface water abstraction)

M River Basin approach as opportunity to put into action - already existing -

consensus to harmonise and coordinate environment related sector policies
(agriculture, forestry, fisheries, water, industry-mining, energy, transport - all
modes)
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Danube as a sensitive area that needs protection and
care — weaknesses and threats (high vulnerability)

B increasing use of pollutants (e.g. pesticides - fertilisers — waste/waste
water/effluents from agro-industries and intensive animal production —
manure disposal)

M unsustainable agricultural practices » soil erosion/loss » water pollution

B transformation of valuable wetland into agricultural land (drainage,
degradation)

B threatened biodiversity and eco-system services (increased impacts of
Climate Change; unsustainable, not properly planned investments,
insufficient practice of holistic environmental impact assessments ...)

B Pressures from to changing agrarian and community/village structures
» longer term effects (farm sizes — demographic developments —
access to public services — less care to preserve environment)

B influence on quality of life of farmers and rural communities —
» risks of floods — droughts - migration - health effects
» loss of attractivity - less investors — degradation of locations
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Key messages for an environmentally (macro-)
regional sustainable development

B Sustainable planning: longer term planning for effective environmental
integration, impact assessments of concepts, strategies, plans and
programmes also in cross border/wider Danube region context (holistic)

m Co-operation for competitiveness : shared interests, co-operation for
territorial cohesion and full use of synergies, isolated action are costly and
weakens competitiveness

B “Good Danube housekeeping” (climate change — biodiversity — sound
management and protection of resources — cleaning up) important for
preserving options for future development and for “ownership” of
measures

B Respect limits of natural capital: avoid trade-offs where environment
looses - go for win-win solutions (no depletion of environment at high
costs for future generations(

® Share knowledge and competence: capacity building - networking
experience exchange EGTC — pooling of macro-regions resources
(common structures — services — institutions ...)

B Much has been done : use and build on many valuable results obtained
already INTERREG - Territorial Co-operation
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I. Sustainable AGRICULTURE

Important source of income for many — sustainable stable income through
avoidance of pollution at source

Better practices (good agricultural practice — less fertilisers-pesticides, better
management of pollutants- polluter pays, prudent management of
resources/water/irrigation/drainage- land/erosion/mechanisation)

More organic farming (EU average > 3,5 % - most countries middle/lower Danube
< 1 %) — exploit market potential for bio-products, food processing

At least respect of baseline standards on farms to protect environment

Act against land abondonment, change of land use, intensivication that affect
natural capital and landscape values

Maintain- create attractive jobs (bio-agriculture) — also intact sub-regional
economic —social cohesion — partnership action (LEADER action groups —
concept development)

Provision of “eco-services” for nature preservation, protected areas, Natura
2000 — also as a source of income for providing “public goods” agri-
environmental payments as compensation keeping landscape/nature attractive

Climate change impact prevention/adaptation (afforestation, controlled wood
logging, flood /drought protection/resistence)
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EU agriculture policy
EUROPEAN AGRICULTURAL FUND FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT - EAFRD 2007-2013

MAIN OBJECTIVES

B Improvement of the competitiveness of agriculture and forestry by supporting reconstruction,
development and innovation

B Improvement of the environment and the countryside by supporting land management

| Imprq[\_/ement of the quality of life in rural areas and encouraging the diversification of economic
activities.

Three of four AXES relate to ENVIRONMENT - NATURE :

B Axis 2 - Land management _ _ _
improvement of environment & countryside also measures for sustainable use of agricultural and

forestry lands- includes payments for Natura 2000

B Axis 3 — Wider rural development _ [T
improvement of quality of life in rural areas/diversification of the rural economy

B AXxis 4 — Leader (selected territories based on interaction between actors from different sectors of the local economy)

- important instrument for improving governance and mobilising the endogenous development
potential of rural areas

- bottom-up approach to build local capacity for employment/diversification of the rural economy

éxeggal action groups (LAGs) implement local development strategies (supporting priorities of other

FUTURE: Awareness increases to reflect the importance of growing environmental
challenges in UNION funding instruments post 2013
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Main challenges in the agriculture sector

B |[ntegration of environmental protection requirements in the
agriculture policy (Lisbon Treaty)

B Cross-compliance: direct payments to farmers (conditional on
farmers respecting a list of existing EU environmental legislation:
Birds and Habitats directives, nitrates, groundwater and sewage
sludge directives)

B Nitrates Directive (1991):

» protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from
agricultural sources, promoting the use of good farming practices

» Actions/measures in MSs: monitoring of waters, designation
nitrates vulnerable zones, establishing codes of Good Agricultural
Practices, Action Programmes, report every 4 years
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“Pathways” of loss of nitrogen to the aquatic
environment

Soil/Air/\Water
The pathways of agricultural N cycles
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I1. Sustainable RURAL DEVELOPMENT

B Reform of CAP (health check) strengthens existing and offers new possibilities
for Rural Sustainable Development

| Dﬁv_elop local economies - sustainable food production e.g. through food supply
chains

B Useof income from ecological services to invest locally / maintain rural
economies (on farm / SME tourism, bio-food marketing, monitoring / management
of for Natura 2000 areas, agro forestry measures; training in environment
supportive good practlces apply technological innovation for resource efficiency
| savings, green and renewable energies, green industries, ...)

B Regional profile and ownership » strengthen Danube identity (e.g. local brands
for regional products, image of environment friendliness ...)

B Develop sound and lasting rural-urban relationship (reciprocal benefits —
demographic development — less peripheral thinking more polycentric
development )

B Inter River Basin co-operation across border/regional boundaries: important
synergies for maintaining employment opportunities and creating new innovative
job perspectives (only possible with an intact environment)
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Agriculture and the Environment:
Agri-environment measures

B provide payments to farmers who subscribe, on a voluntary basis,
to environmental commitments related to the preservation of the
environment and maintaining the countryside.

B examples of commitments covered by national/regional agri-
environmental schemes are: environmentally favourable
extensification of farming; management of low-intensity pasture
systems; integrated farm management and organic agriculture;
preservation of landscape and historical features; conservation of high-
value habitats and their associated biodiversity

B EU expenditure on global agri-environment measures amounts for
2007-2013 to some 20 billion EUR or 1/5 of the expenditure for
rural development
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II1. - CO-OPERATION — COMPETENCE BUILDING -
PARTNERSHIP

B Use-promote common structures and networks (e.g. rural tourism-booking,
bio-products marketing , chambers, associations, information — training
services, monitoring — applied research — innovative use of e-services — Public
Relations, NGO/stakeholders/economic-social partners ...)

B Sustainable production and consumption: Farmers/producers /consumers/retail
forum — example: European retail round table for Danube area ?

m EGTC (facilitates and promotes cross-border, transnational and interregional
cooperation; enables regional and local authorities/other public bodies to form
cooperation groupings with a legal personality)

B Example ESF: Improving administrative — governance capacity in the Danube
region:
ESF works through national and regional OPs

Hungarian State Reform OP: focus on SD, for example through strengthening
the practice of green public procurement

Romania: Specific OP with training curricula containing elements to raise
awareness on the importance of environment protection and sustainability and
to training in environmental skills and management.
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IV - FUNDING INSTRUMENTS

B CAP/EAFRD/Leader+ (Rural development plans - RDPs of MS especially HU, RO
and BG):

B 2010 - Additional funds for RDP
with direct —indirect “environmental’potential :

2 %5 billion EUR [Recovery Plan and CAP Health Check funding and other transfers]

2> Key areas: Bio-diversity * 30 %, - water management * 25 %, climate change
measures * 15 %, - renewable energy 6% [ * 75 % |

B Regional cohesion

- Structural-/Cohesion Funds/ INTERREG programme (IVB-SEES and 11I1B-
CADSES already with participation of non-EU countries)

< — ESF- Social/Employment/training/governance — capacity building/SME

2 — EFF-Fisheries (protection of environment, develop sustainable inland
fishing...)

B LIFE+

e ey T ‘
. 12 — A \) I

EUROPEAN enViron ment

COMMISSION




Examples INTERREG IV B programme 2007-13

Ongoing activities relevant to Danube Strategy

* CC-WATER-S : climate change and public water supply also in rural areas/land use in a
transnational context including coastal areas black sea offers concrete solutions-tools -
instruments

*DMCSEE — DROUGHT MANAGEMENT CENTRE FOR SOUTH EAST EUROPE: drought risk
management tools and policies better preparedness and lower impacts also on rural/agriculture
regions

*EU WATER: transnational integrated management of water resources in agriculture for the
EUropeanWATER emergency control :

*SARMA: Sustainable Aggregates Resource Management : environmentally friendly extraction of
qguarries through best practices supporting rural sustainable development -

*DATOURWAY- Transnational Strate_lgy for the Sustainable Territorial Development of the
Danube Area with special regard to Tourism : nature friendly tourism along and on the middle
Danube —integrated Strategy for the ecologically viable Tourism of the SE Danube Corridor

*DONAUREGIONEN —The Spatial Development Concept of Interregional Co-operation in the
Dlanube Space : promote balanced and eco-friendly pattern of attractive and accessible growth
places;

*ENER —SUPPLY — energy Efficiency and Renewables supporting policies in local level for Energy:
a??is_t local territories to improve use of renewable energies sources and increase energy
efficiency;

*SEPA-Sustainable and Equipped Productive Areas: sustainable production areas that want to
improve their environmental economic and social performances — EMAS standards —
management of a productive area in a sustainable way;

* ACTclean —SME support to implement eco-efficient production processes

* CENTROPE CAPACITY —sustainable urban and regional cooperation for a polycentric territorial
development in a competitive CENTROPE region —development of polycentric settlement
structures — urban-rural relationship

13 == N4 h.

EUROPEAN enViron ment

COMMISSION




Environmental financing 2007-13 (Europe & neighbouring areas)

THROUGH EU FINANCIAL MECHANISMS

Structural Funds (European Regional Dev. Fund, European Social Fund)
Cohesion Fund

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
European Fisheries Fund (EFF)

Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA)

European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI)
Framework RTD programme

Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP)
Life+ instrument (only “pure environmental financing”)
Trans-European Networks (Energy, Transport)

Solidarity Fund

European Investment Bank, European Investment Fund

THROUGH NON-EU FINANCIAL MECHANISMS

2 Norwegian/EEA/Swiss financing mechanisms

2 European Bank for Reconstruction & Development

2> Other banks (World Bank, Council of Europe Development Bank)
Red = decentralised approach; Green = calls for proposals; Black = Commission control; Purple = loans
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Relevant websites

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/envir/index en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/envir/measures/index en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/cooperation/danubel/index en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/intro en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/inteqration/cohesion policy en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-nitrates/index en.html
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http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_en.htmhttp://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/envir/measures/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/danube/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/intro_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/intro_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/cohesion_policy_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/cohesion_policy_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-nitrates/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-nitrates/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-nitrates/index_en.html

Thank you for your attention.

Georges.Kremlis@ec.europa.eu

CONFERENCE ON THE _

EU STRATEGY FOR THE DANUBE REGION
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